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Madam, esd 4 | (Dy 
OU have at lengtd pre 
vailed with me to pub- 
ißt my Sermon, preach- 
ed at the Funeral of your dear 
Husbaud, I was anwilling to 
increaſe your Trouble, by too 
ih denying that, 4 — 1 
ſuppoſe, the great and tender 
Mein oe, ln him 
moved you to a with fc 
much importunity. That Fr | 
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T. Paul, being now a Priſoner at Rome, 
and under the Apprehenſion of worſe 
things likely to befal him, in fruſhing his 
Courſe, and the Mmiſtry he bad received of the Lord 
Jeſus, was nothing territied or dilmayed thereby. 
He had found by long and happy Experience, 
that the Grace of God was ſufficient for him, and 
well conſidered. that the things which happened unto 
him, bad fallen out rather to the furtherance of the 
Goſpel.” He therefore tells the Philippians, that 
he had an earneſt Expectation and Hope, that in no- 
thing he ſhould be aſhamed, but that with all boldneſs, 
as always, ſo now alſo, Chriſt ſhould be magnified in 
his body, whether it were by life or by death. If he 
lived, he was well aſſured that he ſhould. iraploy 
himſelf for the Honour of Chriſt and the good 
of his Church; and if he died, that he ſhould 
glorify Chriſt by his Death, and alſo reap great 
| Benefi and Advantage to himſelf. For to me, 
ſaith he, to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain. Jo de- 
part, and to be with Chriſt, as he expreſſeth it v. 23. 
would be far better for him, than 10 abide. in the 
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2 A Funeral Sermon. we; 
Fleſh. So he knew it would be to him, and ſo 
it will be alſo to all the faithful Diſciples of 
Chriſt, To all good Chriſtians, to die is gain. 
All who live to Chriſt, who ſpend their Lives in 
ſerving and honouring of him, in what ſtation 
ſoever God hath ſer them, ſhall reap great Ad- 
vantage by their Death. This is the Obſerva- 
tion 1 ſhall make from the Text; and to clear 
and manifeſt the truth of it, I ſhall ſhew, 
Firſt, That holy and good Men by Death 
immediately enter into a happy State. Ny 
Secondly, That they are far more happy in 
that State than they were here. 
EFirſt, I ſhall ſhew, That holy and good Men 
by Death immediately enter into a happy State. 
The dead bodies of the Saints are ſaid to ſleep in 
their graves till their Refurrection, and are not 
capable of Pain or Pleaſure, of Miſery or Hap- 
pineſs. Bur their Souls do not ſleep, as ſome 
have vainly imagined, bur as ſoon as they are 
abſent from the Body, they are preſent with the 
Lord, when they are departed they are with Chriſt, 
It was upon this account that St. Paul was wit: 
ling rather to be abſent from the Body, and thought 
it better for him to depart than 10 abide in the Fleſh, 
But what matter had it been, where or with 
whom his Soul would be, if it were to ſleep and 
be inſenſible? To day, ſaith dur Bleſſed Saviour 
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we ſhall ſee enough to ſatis 


the Goodnels of die Country in which-we live. 


A Funeral Sermon. 3 
to the penitent Thief upon the Croſs, - ſhalt thay 
be with me in Paradiſe, And by his Parable. of 
the Rich Man and Lazarus it Dlainly appears, 
that che Souls of good Men are ſenſible and im 
mediately happy 1 Death. Lazarus was com- 
forted and the Rich Man tormented, even whilſt choſe, 

they left behind them, were Rill living upon che 


* of the Earth, We may therefore univer- 


ſally pronounce of them, who die in the Lord, that 
they are bleſſed from henceforth, for the Spiric of the 


Lard hath f, it 


Secondly, I am to ſhew, That they are far more 


happy . they were here. 


This one thing which the Apoſtle allans' us of, 
chat they ate — riſt, doth 2 impiy 
a moſt happy change in their Condition. In his 


preſence there muſt be fulneſs of joy and pleaſure for 
evermore. And though we cannot now fully 
comprehend the utmoſt Happineſs they enjoy, 
yet, if we conſider the ſeveral Circumſtances of 


the State they are in, as the * revealed to us, 
us, chat che Death 

of the righteous is great Gain and Adyaricags 

to chem. 8 

Fyſt, When they die they exchange Earth for. 

* 7 8 

The Happineſs of Life is much increaſed, by 


But. 


4 A Funeral Sermon 
But upon this account, thete can be no Com- 
pariſon betwixt this preſent Life and that which 
is to come. For how much muſt Heaven excel 
this Earth on which we now dwell, in Beauty 
and Glory, and every thing that can miniſter to | 
to our Delight? They deſire a better Country, that 
is, an heavenly, Heb. 11. 16. Earth is the Foot- 
ftool, but Heaven is the Throne of God : This was 
made for 2 common Habitarion of Men, and 
Beaſts, and every creeping thing; but Heaven 
is the Kingdom of God, where his Honour dwells, 
a place prepared from the Foundation of the 
World, for bleſſed Angels and Saints: This was 
made for a place of Trial, that for a” place of 
Recompence : This for Labour; that for Reſt: 
This for Sinners, that only for thoſe who are 
made perfect in Holineſs: Here the Enemies of 
God are ſuffered to inhabit, but none are àdmit- 
ted there, but the dear and beloved Children of 
God, and the Brethren of Chriſt, who are Heirs 
together with hin: Thicher will Death * immedi- 
ately tranſſatt the righteous Soul, into that 5) 
and boly place, where the High and Holy One, in- 
habirs, where he appears in all his Glory, and 
where the bleſſed Angels ſtand continually behold: 
ng the Face of God, O How great an im- 
provement will there be in che Happineſs of the 
righteous Man's Life, when he ſhall Exchange, 

| this 


are exerciſed in laborious Callings, they eat their 


they have all things their hearts can wiſh, wich- 


A Funeral Sermon. 3 
this waſte and howling Wilderneſs, for chax 
Heavenly Canaan, a Land flawing with all the 
moſt delightful Objects, this World which paſſeth 
away and the faſhion of it, for thoſe incorruptible 
and everlaſting Hubitations? 

Secondly, To die is gain to the righteous, for at 
Death they exchange Labour for Reſt. Bleſſed 
are the Dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth ; 
yea, ſaith the Spirit, far they reſt from their Labours, 
Rev. 14. 13. A great part of Mankind here 


Bread in the Sweat of their Brous, and axe for- 
ced to work hard for the Neceſſaries and Conve- 
niences of Life, and glad if they can get a little 
reſt at Night. But chere is no uneaſy Toil for 


the righteous Soul, when by Death it is enter d 


into Heaven. There the Servant is free from his 
Maſter. There the weary are at rot. There 


*%+% * + 


out any diſtracting Cares, without any tedious 
Watchings , without any painful Labour, for 
the obtaining or ſecuring of chem. Here they 
have many | Difficulties to ſtrive againſt, many 
Enemies to combate with, many impereunate 


Deſires to gainſay and reſiſt, a great deal of La- 


bour and Hardſhip to undergoe, in doing the 
Will of God. But there is nothing of thus; in 
Heaven 3 there is no Incligatio aan. no 

5 B eari- 
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Wearineſs contracted by any Exerciſe there 8 | 


— 


there the Will of God is done with the greateſt 
Freedom and Faſe, without any oppoſition, with. 
out any ſelf. denial, without any the leaſt deſite 
to intetmit or ceaſe the doing of it. The very 
imployment of Heaven is reſt; it is ſuch as the 
Soul is entirely ſatisfied in, and could not be ea- 
ſy if there were any interruption of it. How 
much then doth a good Chriſtian: gain by Death, 
when bis Macb is run; his Warfare accompliſped, his 
cou ſe finiſhed, and he enters into that Ref,” that 
conſtant and perfect Reſt, which remaineth for the 
Thirdlyn T die is gam to the good Chtiſtian, 
for ab Tieath: he exchangeth Darkneſs for Light. 
He is chen received to be a partaker of the Iußeri. 
turen the Sainte in light,” as st. Paul calls it CA,. 
We arc gteatf ignorant and full of doubts, Our 
Knowledge reach ch but to fe things, aniq, for” 


"PR Ee 
$ 4 ity! , | 


the' abſt part, -wE'are Forced" to be Gnterited 
with uncertain Conjectutes, arid wavering Op ini 
Otis; und a very: dim Profptct of things But 
chere the underſtanding of "the fighteous Soul is 
cleared and enlarged, and filled with a moſt in- 
timate Knowledge of the moſt excellent and 
deligheful Objects: There thoſe ſecrets of Na- 
wie are diſelos d which the greateſt Philofoptiets! 
1169 / Q could 


\prrfett,..and, partake off obe divine nigturm iinum far 
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could never ſee into; thoſe Controverſies are ſul- 
Iy decided, which Learned Men were continual: 
ly. diſputing, and wrangling about; thoſe depths 
of Providence are laid open, Which; the largeſt 
Underitandings were never able:to,farhomrhere:; 
thoſe Myſteries. of Religion are ſufficiently ex- 
plained, which are the Chriſtian's: Wonder, and 
the ſtumbling block, of, unbelievers; thoſd Ciduds 
are diſperſed, which obſaured our ſight of the Di 
vine Glory and Perfections. Now, ſaith che 4 
poſtie 1 Cor. 13, 12. Ve ſee through a Glaſs: dark: 
ly, but then face to face: Now Juknow: en ln, Sur 
then; ſhall I know; even dd alſo] um n. In g 
word, there all our Miſtakes will obe. fectified, 


" 
S. 4Y 


all our Doubts reſolved;' all our Defects! of 


Knowledge ſupplied, and nothing: hide from us, 
che underſtanding whereof is meceſſary ta co 
pleat our Happineſs. Such a wonderful imprbve- 
ment in Knowledge will the righteous obtain by 
Death, and therefore to them to dis is gain: 
... Fourthly,. To die is gain to tlie good Chriſtian, 
tor by Death he will exchange his imperfect for 
perfect Purity and Holineſs. When he comes to 


Heaven, he will be pure a, God is pure, and holy. as 


God, iis feu and, ferſecti. as 4 his! hedyeniy Futhefis 


higher degree chan he can here. Ou ikeneſs to 
him here is but a taint reſemblancè of hm, in 
I | n com- 


8 A Funeral Sermon. 
compariſon of chat bright conformity to his l. 
mage, in which we ſhall fhine forth inthe kimgdom 
of our Father, Here there is.n0 Man that liveth and 
finneth not ; the beſt Men have ignorances and 
infirmities to confeſs and bewail. But there they 
will all be purged and done away, the body of 
fin will be utterly deſtroyed, and all our Graces 
perfected, and we ſhall be as the Angels of God, 
confirmed and eſtabliſhed in Holineſs, beyond 
all danger of decay or relapſe. Such near ap- 
proachesto the divine Purity, ſuch Godlmeſs muſt 
needs be great gain. And to this glorious and 
perfect dtate will Death bring the righteous Soul. 
Fiftbh, Io die is gain to the good Chriſtian, for 
at Death he exchangeth Faith and Hope for Sight 
and Enjoyment. Now, as the Apoſtle tells us, 
we walk by Faith, and not by Sight, 2 Cor. 5. 7. 
and rejoyct only in hope of that Glory of God, he is 
then received into the full Poſſeſſion of, The 
things of this World are indeed oftentimes better 
in Hope d in Enjoyment, becanſe the nearer 
they are to us, and the better we underſtand the 
Nature of them, the more we diſcover of their 
Vanity. But it is not ſo with the things of the 
other World; thoſe exceed, not only our hopes, 
but our imaginations too. The things which God 
hath there prepared for them that love him, never en- 
tered into the heart of Man, they are too great and 
| glo- 


Funeral Sermon; 
glorious for our 3 kun 
conceive now. O How untpeakabry * | 
will the righteons Soul then be, when it vu. 
to ſee and enjoy all the unconceivable Bliſs and 
Glory of Heaven? Wher it finds * appy Ex- 
perience, that it did not believe and hope in valn, 
that all the glorious things which were ſpoken of that 
City of God did not expreſs the one half of their 
real Value? Here the Servants of God with Faith 
and Patience rely upon, bur there they imberit the 
promiſes, thoſe incſtimable Treaſures, thoſe unfa- 
ding Crowns, thoſe uncxpreſfible Joys, the di. 
ſtant proſpect whereof was ſo great a Support and 
Comfort to them here. There they re, and 
taſte, and feel how precious and valuable they 
are, how worthy of all the Care and Induitry, 
of all the Hardſhip and Sufferings they under- 
went for the obtaining of them. Thus alfo 5s 
Death gain to the righteons man, he then receiv. 
eth the end of his Faith and Hope, the Fruit of his 
Labour, the Reward of his Sufferings, that far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory his patience 


waited for. 


Sixtbly, To die is gain to the good Chitiſtian, for 
at Death he is received into far better Company 
than can be foimd here. It is certainly a very great 
addition to the happineſs of Life, to be placed 
amongſt good Neighbours, where there" = no 

| afflict- 
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afticting Objects, m0 in jurious Practices, where 


we have the Society of loving and hearty Friends, 
and converſe only with Men of Temper and Ho- 
nour, of Conlcience and Integrity. „ But, whers 
can a righteous Man find an Hapitatipg, which 
hath all theſe Ad vantages, upon Earth? Here his 
righteous Soul is often vexed with the, filly Conver. 
ſation of the wicked, and even.thas fig Nen 
ſometimes may be uneaſy ta him by geaſon of 
inſincerity amongſt pretended Friends, and meets 
wich thoſe who revile and hate him for his righte: 
onſneſs ſake; Here he conyerſeth wich Nen, 
who are froward ang exceprious, diſputigg and 
wrangling, cenſuring and backbiang one another; 
who are creacherous and deſigning, jealous and 
ungrateful; who. are. deſtitute; 'affitted, tormented, 
But y hen he enters into Heaven, | he meets with 
np luch,Copapan there, with, none bur loving, 
and wiſe, an holy, and happy Beings, none to 
provoke or to be angry with him, no milerable 
Men complainipg, .no. wicked Men, ſinning, no 
contentious Man quarrelling, but all of one 
Heart, and of | one Soul, and with one Voice glo- 
rifying God, and every one earneſtly promoting 


F 4 


the Happinels of each other. There he will meer 


Aan copverle if the Goody Fellowſhip of ehe Fre 
Pets, the lun du Company, d, the alle, the Nor 
ils Lf WWE 
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ble Army. of Martyrs, "With" the general Aﬀenby of © 
the Spirits, of Juſt 175 mide. ber fect with 8 2 


and Arch an els, v ith 7 Jeſus the 18875 of the 90 


Covenant,” "Sa wit God 1 the a del Jude of 
This noble "and Miſt. A d divine Society ke 


enters into conſtane ahd meitnate Communion 200 


hereforein this reſ ſpect : alſo, to bim: fod 2 by 8 S 
fri ian, 
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And Glory; "aid Happinels,” *Wete we ne. 


ains 12 ever; he enters IT an ne 5 of 
6 
po 10 happy! in the bee e ud Exerciſe 


: lirele white, tilt we have mmeaſuted out our 
e Gf Days, And this , of Fite, : 
Apt Poa 


h is pending FE t "away, 
Ada tow maſt 5 bate the Pelle, 2 ihe 
moſt happy Circ co ſtances 5 this'p pre ſent Lik . 
can, "give us, to know, as aft Jo, that. the 
el "af, alt ee hbotes* ll kh oe the Hap: 
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12 Funeral Serman 
our future Life and Happineſs. O what an un- 
fpeakable Addition is it, to the Felicity of a 


righteous Soul in Heaven, that he Thall never 


never know any end of his Joys, never. ceaſe to 


be as happy as he now is? This, this is the 


Crown of all, chat he is to be thus happy for 


ever and ever For ever and ever! How are 
we at 2 loſs when we would explain thele worgs? 
How unable are we to fachom the unſearchable 
Depths of an endleſs Duration, to tell or con- 


ceive what it is to be eternally happy? How 


doth it amaze our Unde! 
our Souls with Joy, Whilſt we are thinking of 
it, looking and hoping for it? And when we 
come into thoſe blisful Regions of Eternity, and 
look down from thence into this mutable periſh- 
ing World, what inconſiderable Trifles will che 
tranſitory Enjoyments of ſo ſhort a Life appear 
to us > How unworthy. to be compared with 
that far more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory, 
we have taken | Poſſeſſion of? If now we reflect 
upon what hath been ſaid, and b lie ve all theſe 
things which are ſo plainly taught us in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, ſurely we cannot but be convinced 


ndexſtandings, and tranſport 


of the Truth of chis Propoſition, That to die 5s 


righteous Man. I proceed now to apply it, and 
to make ſome' Inferences from it. . 


* — 
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A Funeral Sermon. 13 
Firſt, From hence we may learn, That Reli- 
gion and a holy Life are the beſt Foundation of 
Courage, the beſt Armour _ the Fear of 
Death. Wicked Men may harden themſelves 
with Wine and Paſſion, and a ſtupid Inſenſibility 
againſt che Fear of Death ; but this is a brutiſh 
jort of Courage, like that of the horſe ruſhing in 
to the battle, and the Ox going to the ſlaughter, not 
knowing that it is for their life; if they are not a- 
fraid, it is only becauſe they will not, or can- 
not think of Death, and the Conſequences of it. 
If they are bold to engage with Death, they muſt 
firſt, as Cowards are wont to do, ſhut their Eyes, 
that they may not ſee their Enemy and Danger. 
But a righteous Man hath ſolid and rational Prin- 
ciples of Courage, ſuch as will juſtify his Con- 
tempt of Life- to the moſt wiſe and deliberate 
Conſiderer. For if he ſhould meet with Death in 
thoſe Exerciſes he is engaged in, in the ways of 
God, and the diſcharge of his Duty, it would 
make a bleſſed change in his Condition, and be 
unſpeakable gain and advantage to him. Such 
a Man may give himſelf leave to conſider what 
Death is, and what the Conſequences of it are, 
and yet venture upon it in a righteous Caule. 
Whereas a wicked Man whenever he hazards his 
Life, hazards all his preſent Enjoyments, and all 
his future Hopes, and expoſeth himſelf to be 
| | 2 | 


um- 
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immediately thrown into all the Miſeries of an 
eternal Death. And if then he is void of Fear, 
this is no Argument of Courage, which is vir. 
tuous and honourable, but of a moſt guilty and 
ſhameful deſperation and madneſs. ET 
Secondly, Every good Man ſhould learn, from 
the conſideration of what he ſhall gain by Death, 
to be patient and chearful under all the Evils of 
this Life. Many are the ASictions of the righteous, and 
ſometimes they are ſo great too, that if they had 
hope in this life only, they might juſtly lie down in 
their Sorrow, and eſteem themſelves of all Men 
the moſt miſerable. But the Gain, and Glory, and 
Happineſs which Death will quickly bring chem 
to, ought to weigh down all the Loſſes, Diſgrace 
and Sufferings of this preſent time. What if 
they meet with rough ways, and hard fare, and 
unkind uſage, whilſt they are paſſing through this 
Wilderneſs, when the Land of Promiſe, the hea- 
venly Cannan is but a little way before them; 
where they will reſt, and enjoy the greateſt plenty 
of the beſt things for evermore ? Why ſhould we 
be impatient or repine, though it be through Fire and 
Water we are going to that wealthy place, through ma. 
ny Tribulations we are entring into the Kingdom of. - 
Cod? How unworthy, ſhould we eſteem the Suf- 
ferings of this preſent time, to be compared with the-. 
Glory we ſhall. there be inveſted with; eſpecially. 
When. 
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when we conſider that our Happineſs will be 
proportioned to the Hardſhips we endured ; 
that theſe light Afiftions which are but for a Mo- 
ment, are working for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal Weight of Glory. Let us not then be 
diſheartened, or provoked to Impatience, by a- 
ny of thoſe temporal Evils may befal us here, 
in or for the Diſcharge of our Duty, remem- 


bring that the Day of Salvation is at hand, and 


that the greater the Trials of our Faith and 


Patience are, the greater will our Reward in Hea- 


ven be 


Thirdly, From hence we may learn, that a 
good Chriſtian hath no Reaſon to be exceed- 
ing fond of this Life, to be mightily concerned 
that he may live long, as if it were good for 
him to be always here. For this is not his Reſt. 
This is not his Father's Houſe. He muſt fuſt 
die before he can be happy; be abſent from the 
Body, before he can be preſent with the Lord, To 
him Death will not be the End, but the Im- 
provement of Life, of the Delights and Hap- 
pineſs of it. It will bring him to a better 
Place, to a better State, to better Company, 
and to all theſe for ever. Why then ſhould 
thoſe Meſſengers of Death be frightful or un- 


welcome to a good Man, who come to unlooſe | 
che heavy Bonds of Fleſh, and to carry his 
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Soul to his God and his Happineſs? It cannot be 


becauſe he doth not believe ſuch an happy Life - 


after Death, for no true Chriſtian can be guilty 


of ſuch Infidelity : But it may be from a natural | 
Dread of Death, which is ſeldom perfectly worn 
off, and from ſome Doubts of his own Sincerity. 
If therefore he would often direct his Thoughts 
to the other fide of the righteous Man's Death, 
and warm his Soul with the lively Senſe of the 
happy Conſequences of it, and more fully aſſure 
himſelf of his own Calling and Election, by grow- 
ing in every Grace, this would give him ſuch 
juſt Apprehenſions of Death, and ſuch ſtrong 


Hopes of being greatly advantag d by it, as mult 


needs very much leſſen his Eſteem of Life, and 
diſpoſe him, with St. Paul, not only to be willing, 


but to deſire rather to depart and to be with Chriſt. So 
far as he acts with Reaſon, it will be ſo with him. 
It is reaſonable he ſhould be well pleaſed with 


that, which will put an End to all his preſent Trou 
bles, fulfil his largeſt Deſires and Hopes, and 
give him Poſſeſſion of that eternal Life and Hap. 
pineſs, which God who cannot lie, hath promis'd him. 
O happy Hour ! when he ſhall exchange Earth 
for Heaven, Labour for Reſt, Darkneſs for 
Light, imperfect for perfect Purity and Holineſs, 
Faith and Hope for Sight and Enjoyment, the 
Company of miſerable Men and Sinners ſor the 
oe bleſſed 


— — — — 
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bleſſed Society of Saints and Angels, of Chriſt 
and God, and Time for Eternity. What Temp: 
tation can he have to wiſh for any Delay to the 
coming of it? How welcome mult the Thoughts 
of its Approach be to a ſtrong Faith, a lively 
Hope, and an earneſt Contemplation of that 
moſt advantagious Change it will make in his 
Condition from thenceforth and for ever? 

Fourthly, The Conſideration of what hath been 
ſaid, ſhould micigate our Sorrow for the Loſs and 
Death of our Religious Friends. To be depriy- 
ed of the Sight, and Aſſiſtance, and Converſation 
of our dear, and loving, and uſeful Friends, is cer- 
tainly one of the moſt grievous Afflictions we are 


incident to. But the Senſe of our own Loſs 


ſhould not make us forget their unſpeakable Gain. 
And whilſt we are mourning for our ſelves, we 
ſhould rejoice for them, that they are ſafely arri- 
ved in the Kingdom of God, are entred into Reſt, 
and have begun that moſt happy Life, which is 
the end of all our Hope. We have abundant Reaſon 
to believe that our deceaſed Brother is thus living 


in the Preſence of God ; that, as it was his great 


Care to live to Chriſt, to do him all the Honour 
and Service he could, even {o to him alſo to die 


was Gain: That he is now happily joined to thoſe 


Kinder Beings, as he was wont to call them, who 


are about the Throne of God, and with them mag- 


nifying 
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nifying that glorious, glorious, glorious Name, which 
upon his Death- Bed, in a moſt devout and earneſt 
Tranſport of Praiſe and Adoration, was thus re- 
peated by him. 1 confeſs I have not accuſtom'd 
my ſelf to Funeral Encomiums. They are not 
always ſafe either for us, or them that hear us. 
But 1 think it very well becomes us to mark, and 
ſhew forth the Vertues of ſuch excellent Chriſtians, 
who walk ſo as we had him for an Example, and to 
celebrate their Memory. with Praiſe and Bleſſing, 
for the Glory of the Grace of God, for the Ho- 
nour of that moſt holy Religion they profeſt, 
and for the exciting and encouraging of others to 
follow their Steps. For theſe Ends I ſhall endea- 
your to give a true Relation of what I have learnt 
of the Life and Death of our worthy deceaſed 
Friend, both from my own Obſervation, and the 
Information of thoſe, who for many Years have 
had the moſt near and intimate Acquaintance 
with him. To give a juſt Character of him, is 
to deſcribe a perfect and upright Man, one of the 
brighteſt Examples in his Sphere, of all the Gra- 
ces and Vertues of our moſt holy Religion. 

He manifeſtly appear'd in all bis Ways to acknow- _ 
ledge God, and gave all the moſt convincing Te- 
ſtimonies of a great and conſtant Senſe of him 
upon his Mind. His Day was always begun 
and ended with God, with Prayer and Fail 85 

| 1 5 him. 
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him. At Evening, and Morning, and at Noon be 
prayed, Thele were his conſtant Seaſons of entrigg 
into his Coſet, and praying to his Father who ſeeth in 
ſecret. And no leſs conſtant was he in daily 
calling his Houſe and Family to ſerve the Lord 
with him; God Almighty expecting, às he hath ex- 
preſs d it, ſome Acknowledgements and Flomage from 
theſe leſſer Societies, which may diſtinguiſp them from 
Herds of Beaſts. He was a ſtrict and religious 
Obſerver of the Lord's Day, duly attending upon 
the Publick Worſhip. And when the Buſineſs 
of his Calling did neceſſarily engage him, at the 
common Hours of divine Service, his conſtant 
Cuſtom. was to take the Advantage of the later 
Hour at St. Paul's. So far was he from defraud- 
ing his Miker of that religious Reſpect, and publick. 
Adoration which we owe to him, under colour of per- 
ſuing the merciful Deſigns of his Calling. God, ſaith 
he, writing upon this Head, will not be motked by any 
of his Creatures, but will one Day judge us for the Omiſſi. 
on of theſe religious Duties, tho we were then admini- 
ſtring to the Sick, could it have been convenient and con · 
ſiſtent with their Safety to attend upon them at ſame o- 
ther Hour. Let us not think we can be ſo eaſily ex- 
cuſed, who are continually admoniſhed and preſs'd to be 
Religious, ſo often put in Mind of the great Argument 
to Piety, another Life, who ſtand upon the Shore of 
Time, and ſee ſo many launch out into the Ocean of E- 
ternity. On 
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On this Day his private Devotions were dou. 
bled. - At every Return from the Houſe of God 
he was wont to retire himſelf for Meditation and 
Prayer, and induſtriouſly avoided all Converfa- 
tion which did not ſavour of God and Religion. 
le had well ſtudy'd and throughly underſtood 
the Conſticution of our Church, of which he was 
a Member, communicating with her in all her 
Offices, with a becoming unaffected Reverence 
and Devotion. He had a due Regard to all her 
Rites, together with the weightier Matters of her 
Laws, and by a ſtrict Obſervation. of theſe, did 
| abundantly teſtifie his Sincerity in conforming to 
the other. : e e e 
He vas a moſt reſpectful dutiful Son to his a- 
ged Father, frequent and liberal in making his 
Acknowledgments to him for his ingenuous and 
chargeable Education, and in a late Fit of Sickneſs 
readily left all his other Buſineſs, to his own 
conſiderable Loſs, and attended upon him for 
three Weeks together in the Countrey, with the 
Care, and Service, and Affection of a Phyſician, 
and Nurle, and Child, He was certainly in all 
Reſpects one of the beſt of Husbands, a tender 
kn Father, a kind and gentle Maſter, and in- 
deed in every relation ſtrictly complying with all 

the Obligations of Nature and Religion. 

Having engag d himſelf in an honourable and 
uſeful 


— 
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uſeful Calling, he faithfully perſued the Deſigns 
of it, as one who remembred the Account he 
muſt give to the Maker of thoſe Bodies he had 
undertaken the Care of, and truly Watched for 
their Lives. He took a great deal of Pains to 
improve himſelt in that Knowledg, which was ne- 
ceſlary to qualifie him for a laudable Diſcharge 
ol ſo great a Truſt, And ſo happily focal 7 
was he in theſe Studies, that I find the Learned of 
the Faculty, both Natives and Foreigners, moſt 
highly applauding thoſe early and ſingular Fruits 
of them publiſh'd in his Ofteologia. Out of this [| 
Book, Dr. Baglivi, when he ſtood for Anatomy -"- 
Profeſſor in the Sapienza at Rome, took his Lecture. Nl] 
This, after he was choſen out of ſeventeen Can- = 
didates, he publickly owned before the Cardinals I 
and other Electors, and wrote a Letter of Thanks 
to our Learned Author for his Chair when he ſent 
him his Praxis. And indeed it is not to be won: 
dred at, that he made ſuch great 
Improvements in his Knowledge 1 Th*following Frayer 
and Skill, when we conſider not Manuſcripe of his own | 
only his great Induſtry, but allo Deus Fil Deus Spiritus 
his conſtant imploring the Di- Laab. eds ue. 1. 
vine Aſſiſtance, and the Reſpect , . bet, ge. 
he had to the Glory of God and f, lern, Len, 
the Benefit of Mankind in every wo OO 
thing he apply'd himſelf to. I may call him as 

| * e 


4 


I 


22 4 Funeral Sermon. 5 
St. Paul did St. Liike, The beloved Phyſician. For he 
was not only eſteemed by his Patients for his 
great Abilities, and Care, and Diligence, but 
exceedingly beloved too for his amiable Temper, 
his obliging Tenderneſs, and his moſt winning 
and excellent Vertues, as every where now ap- 
pears by their Lamentations for his Death, which 
are like thoſe of Mourners for a Father or a Bro 
ther. 9 
He had all the Appearances of a true Natha- 
nael, an Iraelite indeed, in whom there was no Guile, 
of one that believed as he profeſt, thought as he 
ſpoke, meant all that he pretended, and really 
was whatever he ſeemed to be. | 
He was nicely juſt in all his Dealings, in divers 
Inſtances neglecting his own Advantage, becauſe 
of ſome Doubts and Scruples about Right and 
Equity, which few Men would have entertained. 


| He could not bear Strife and Contention, but of. 


ten choſe rather to take wreag, and to ſuffer him. 
ſelf to be defrauded, | 

cannot think that any Man, who knew him, 
would willingly have been thought his Enemy, 


juſtly fearing he ſhould be condemned by all for 


hating or being anzry without a Cauſe: For there 
was not only nothing provoking, but every thing 
that was engaging and obliging in his Converſa- 
tion. Amongſt all, whatſoever things are true, 

what- 
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whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things art 
juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things 
are lovely, whatſoever things are of good Report, I 
know not any you might not have ſeen in him- 
His Countenance was grave and ſerious, without 
any Lines of Sowreneſs or Affectation; his 
Speech was loft and obliging, without any Air 
of Conceit or Flattery ; his Behaviour gentile 
and courteous, without any Appearance of Art 


or Deſign. 
He had learnt of his bleſſed Saviour, whoſe 


Example he always profeſt a great Regard to, 


to be meek and lowly in Fleart to a very eminent 
Degree. There was nothing ſeemed to be more 
offenſive to him than his on Praiſe, and other 
Mens Frowardneſs and Paſſion. Theſe he would 
often bewail as a moſt ſhameful Contradiction to 
the Genius and Temper of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

He was always ready to put the faireſt Con- 
ſtruction upon the Actions of other Men, even 
then, when they were hard upon himſelf; and 
would ever find ſomething to plead for the leſ- 
ſening of their Offencde. 

He was nicely careful to ſpeak Evil of no Man; 
often ſaying, That an Injury done to a Man's 5 2 
tation could never be repaired. And made Conſci- 
ence of ſhewing but anF Roughneſs or Incivility 
in Word or Action, becauſe, as he wont to ſay, it 
was din. D 2 Mercy 
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Mercy and Charity he was always forward to 
extend to every deſerving Object, and never 
ſeemed to act with ſo much Pleaſure and Satiſ- 
faction to himſelf, as when he was ſhewing 


Kindneſs, and doing good to others. It was his 
common Saying, That God Almighty made Mankind 


to do good to one another. Mercy and Charity 


were indeed his darling Virtues, which he was 
more eſpecially careful to cheriſh in his Life, 
and more particularly recommended on his 
Death-Bed to the Care and Practice of his ſut vi- 
ving Friends. 

It pleafed God to viſit him with a very malig: 
nant Feaver, which, notwithſtanding all the Care 
of many able Phyſicians, his dear Friends, put 
a Period to his Life His Behaviour all along in 
his Sickneſs, was ſuch as became ſo good a Man, 
aud ſo good a Life it was to conclude, exceeding 
devout, humble, reſigned and eaſie. He decla- 


red his Belief of all the Articles of che Chriſtian 


Faith, and often profeſſed that he intirely relyd 
upon the Blood of Chriſt. He joyned with the 
Miniſter of the Parifh, in the Prayers for the Vi. 
fitation of the Sick, with great Attention and Fer- 
vency , heartily thanking him for his kind Aſſiſt- 
ance, which, he ſaid, was very comfortable, and 
praiſing God for allowing his poor Creatures the 
great Privilege of approachingthe Throne of Grace. He 

| was 
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was continually lifting up his Heart to God, 


even in his ſhorteſt Intervals, calling upon him 


until his Speech failed him, and - concluding at 


laſt with repeating that heavenly Anthem Alle- 


lujab, ending this Life as he was to begin and 


ſpend the next, in giving Honour, and Bleſſing, 
and Glory to God. Thus he lived, and thus he 


died. And ſurely we cannot doubt but that his 


Soul is now N of that unconceivable 
Happineſs, the full Di 
well aſſured, would even conſtrain us to acknow- 


ledge the Gain of Death, and to deſire rather to 
depart than to abide longer in the Fleſh For thus I. 


find him ſpeaking to his Wife in a Dialogue com- 
poſed by him for himſelf and her. | 


—— ShouldMthe Firmament divide, 

Tadmit our Views on th other Side; - 
Such Scenes of Glory would appear, 

As would amaze us Mortals here, 

And make us long, and ſigh, and pray, 

And ſtrive. to die the quickeſt Way... 


Let us comfort our ſelves then, under our own 
| Loſs, with this Conſideration, that it is infinitely 
better for him that he is departed from us, than 


to have continued longer with us, that in being 


abſent from us, he is preſent with the Lord 


covery whereof, he was ſo 
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; Laſth, Let us make it our firſt and greateſt 
Care that we may be prepared to die the Death 


of the Righteous, and to have our latter End like 


his; that when ever Death comes, it may be 


all this Gain and Advantage to us. 


Let us deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, and 


live ſoberly, r1ghteoufly, and godly in the World, a 


then it certaily will be ſo to us. And is there 


any thing in this World worthy to take off our 


Care and Thoughts from the unexpreſſible and 
never- ceaſing Happineſs of the World to come? 


Is there any thing here below can court our Af, 


fection, or excite our Endeavours with greater 


Succeſs than God, and Heaven, and eternal Liſe? 
Can we think of the bleſſed State of the Righ- 


teous Man's Soul, when Death Fath freed it 


from its earthly Priſon, and not be aſhamed of 
the Folly of ſpending our time in laying up 
Treaſures here, and labouring more for the vain 
and tranſitory . this Life, than for 


— 


that unde filed and incorruptible Inheritance, the un- 


fading Crowns, and everlaſting Joys of the Life 
to come? How long, Flow long ſhall we love Vanity 


and ſeek after a Lie? How long (hall we * nge= 


Souls, and neglect our Happineſs, and defer the 
gainful Exerciſes of Religion? How long, O ſimple 
ones, ſhall we love Simplicity, and fooliſhly neglect 


jp 
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fo great Salvation, for the ſake of thoſe things, 
which periſh and ſatisffe nut? How Will 
the Sinner deſpiſe his own Gain, ben Godtakes 

away his Soul, when he feels the Pangs of Death 
upon him, and finds that there is no more Re- 
medy or eſcaping? How gladty would he then 
exchange all his great Poſſeſſians for the rigitedus 
Man's Hopes ? And ſhall we never underſtand 
our trueſt Intereſt, till we have no Opportunity 
left ro ſecure it? Shall we never be wile, till we 
have time only to bewail our Folly ? Shall we 
never think in earaeſt of Working out our own Sal. 
vation, till we can only fear and tremble through 
Deſpair, till we are juſt dropping into the Grave 
wherein no Man can work > What prodigious Folly 
and Madnels is this? See, O {ce what Foys are 
ſet before you, what Crowns are offered, what a 
Kingdom is prepared, what an Inheritance is reſery- 
ed for all good Men; What aneverlaſting State 
of Bliſs and Glory Death will carry them to. 
Come now,and let us reaſon together. Is there any thing 
in this World worthy to be compared with them. 
Is it poſſible any tolerable Excuſe ſhould be made 
for our Soth and Negligence in the Perſuit of 
them ? No, No, it cannot be. Let us awake 
then, and ſtirr up all our Powers and Faculties 
to a ſpeedy and vigorous Labouring for that Reſt 


which remains for the People of God, tor chat endleſs | 
Life 
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Life and Happineſs which the Righteous gain by 
Death; that ſo we may live and die in Hope, and 
. when our Bodies return to their original Duſt, 
our Souls _ return to God that gave them, and be 


unſpeakably leſſed with all thoſe who are abſent 
from the Body and preſent with the Lord, and have 
there found! by happy ad chat to die is 


Gain. l - , * | 4 . * | * | - 
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